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Thursday, 2 May 2019
Media Release

Australia helps rebuild Vanuatu Christian Council Centre
[bookmark: _GoBack]Australia has proudly handed over the newly rebuilt Vanuatu Christian Council Centre in Port Vila, enhancing VCC’s capacity to provide services to the community.  
The handover on 3 May was attended by senior government and church representatives.
Funded by the Australian Government (25 million vatu) and implemented by the Vanuatu Government under the Tropical Cyclone Pam Recovery Program, the VCC Centre project included demolition of the existing building, construction of new walls, roofing, doors, windows, plumbing and electrical services and an internal fit-out including furniture, tiling and painting.  The newly constructed, cyclone-resilient building also caters for people with a disability and a newly installed rainwater harvesting system will store up to 20,000 litres of water.
“Following a request from the Vanuatu Christian Council in 2017, Australia committed to rebuild the Centre which was severely damaged by TC Pam.  I have been pleased to visit the VCC and see the progress of reconstruction myself.  
 “Now that the project is complete, the community will have access to offices and training facilities, and the VCC has committed to using it as an evacuation centre during emergencies.   It can provide shelter for up to 300 people in the surrounding community including women and children, elderly, and people with disabilities,” Jenny Da Rin, Australian High Commissioner, said.
The newly constructed facilities will be used to provide training to further the work of the Vanuatu Christian Council and member churches for a wide range of community development activities including climate change, disaster risk reduction, child protection, health, and education.
The Australian High Commissioner thanked the National Recovery Committee, in particular the Chair, Johnny Koanapo MP, church leaders, contractors, engineers and technical experts, and the Public Works Department for their contributions to this project.
“Australia’s investment in this project recognises the important role of the churches in Vanuatu and enhances our long-standing social and cultural links.  We will build on these links through our new Church Partnership Program, which will build and strengthen partnerships between existing and emerging Australian and Pacific church leaders and enable them to address common areas of interest to their communities.”  
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